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An Honor

Each year, for their annual
meeting, the Rochester Land-
mark Society chooses a local
treasure to showcase to its mem-
bers. It was an honor for our
museum to have been chosen as
thissite. e meeting was held
on Sunday, May 6, with over
100 new visitors to our commu-
nity. To complement this event,
we scanned over 100 slides from
our collection of local homes
and buildings. We have the
collection running on our DVD
for a couple of weeks. Stop by
and have a look!

P

New Plagues

If you happen to be on
Pioneer Street, stop and see our
new bronze plaques. e plaque
next to our entrance honors two
former Caledonia residents, the
late Lester and Blanche Mc-
Gray, whose generous bequests
to our museum and other orga-
nizations in our community will
long be remembered. e other
plaque recalls the history of the
concrete school marker now
displayed in our courtyard, and
rehoused in part from donations
in memory of Jeanne Harrigan.

anks to Jim Blamphin for
willingly taking on this task!

President’s Letter

We started 2007 with several board members reaching by-law term limits. | want to take this
opportunity to express my appreciation to those members for the dedicated years they have given
to the museum. Alan Garrett not only served as the treasurer for our organization but also helped
to take care of our heating/cooling systems, computers, electrical issues and any other maintenance
issue that came about. Nancy Daley, our programs organizer, always came up with interesting
speakers and program ideas. Rene Kelly has been responsible for the high-quality, professional
graphic designs of all our invitations, yers, posters and newsletters. Quille Westbrook not only
functioned as our events hostess by organizing, preparing and presenting a wonderful spread of
food but also was responsible for the creation of the museum gift shop. Karen Ludlum was in-
strumental in the sales and promotion of our museum cookbooks. Words cannot express, nor do
justice, to all the work and hours these dedicated members have given to our organization. Our
museum is certainly better for having all of these people as part of this organization. Although they
have o cially stepped down from the board, they will continue to dedicate their talents, time and
commitment to the Big Springs Museum and Historical Society.

I would also like to welcome our new board members: Kim Torre, Donald Gri  n, Meg
Donegan and Dick  omas.  ese new members bring with them fresh strengths and talents. |
am looking forward to working with all of the board members to continue the success and positive
impact BSHS is having on our community.

Textile Grant Recelved

We are thrilled to announce that BSHS has received a $2500
grant from the Upstate History Alliance. e grant will fund a textile
consultation with Mary Ellen Perry. Mary Ellen has worked with us
in the past and comes with a vast amount of experience in this area.
Along with our curator Pat Garrett and museum volunteers, Mary
Ellen will be working over the next year to identify and catalog a por-
tion of our womens costume collection. e project will include an
assessment of each garments condition, its provenance and its role in
our museums mission. Presently, our extensive textile collection occu-
pies a large amount of storage space in our museum and for the most part is uninterpreted. Mary
Ellen has generously o ered to provide o site research on some articles as needed.  is project is
an exciting step toward learning more about our wonderful collection and providing us with the
knowledge we need to care for it.

In anticipation of this project and others, we recently purchased PastPerfect, collections
management software. Combined with Mary Ellens expertise, this will allow us to embark on this
project implementing professional standards often seen only in larger institutions. We cant wait to
get started! If this is a project you would be interested in helping with, please give us a call.




Passing Time

“Where They Fell”

a review by Michael O Hara, Fourth grader at Cal-Mum School.

On January 28, 2007, the Author Bob Marcotte came to the
Big Springs Museum to talk about his book Where ey Fell. His
talk was entitled, Two Brothers; Two Limbs - Two Sides of A Civil
War Medical Controversy. I may only be nine years old but | am
very interested in the Civil War and other historical eras. When my
mother told me there would be someone speaking about the Civil
War and the medical procedures during that time | was very excited
and came with her to the museum. As Mr. Marcotte spoke, |
learned that a lot of casualties were not a result of the wound, but a
result of the surgical instruments used to heal the wound. Many
soldiers died because nobody knew of bacteria and germs, so surgeons did not clean their
instruments after using them on a person.

One of the surgical instruments Mr. Marcotte described was basically like a necklace
with sharp jagged teeth pointing inward.  iswas used to resect, orcuto and sew
back a limb. e surgeon would loop this tool around the patients wounded bone and
pull back and forth on the necklace, sawing o the shattered piece of the bone. After this,
the arm would be sewed back on. is was done so the patient could still have an arm
instead of a stub. Often this limb would be useless and become infected. is surgery
was controversial because some surgeons still believed in amputation. | was wondering
how anybody could survive the pain of an amputation or resect without any painkillers,
or antibiotics. Mr. Marcottes description of the conditions made me feel sorrow for the
soldiers. | greatly respect soldiers and veterans because they sacri ce their lives to protect
us, and ght for our freedom.

I enjoyed learning about the two brothers from Mumford that Mr. Marcotte wrote
about. My great-grandfather Keefe used to own a market in Mumford. History is very
important to me because everything in modern life revolves around history and how
things have evolved. e Civil War is especially important to me because it shaped today s
world.

MacKay Wildlife Preserve

Barry Ganzhorn was at the big Springs
Museum on February 18 to autograph his
book, A Gift and a Vision, e Story of
the Development of the MacKay Wildlife
Preserve. Barrys book tells a tale of vi-
sion, commitment, family, community
and friendship in a thoroughly delightful
narrative about how the well-used wildlife
preserve came to be. e guest book at the
preserve is itself great reading because it
contains comments from people from all
over the country who have stopped to enjoy this wonderful walk with nature.

A limited number of books are still available, for a $10 contribution to the MacKay
Wildlife Preserve. Call Vonnie Pullyblank at 538-6417 to obtain a copy, or you can pick
one up at the museum.

Michael O Hara
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Love Tokens

On February 18,
Jane Hanken from
the Numismatic So-
ciety (Coin Collect-
ing Society) shared
with us her exten-
sive collection of
Love Tokens. Love
Tokens, which were popular in the 1800s,
are coins smoothed or sanded on one
or both sides and engraved with initials,
names, sayings or special dates. e coin
used most often was the dime because dur-
ing the 1800s men often earned 10 cents a
day. Love tokens were commonly worn on
a bracelet or necklace and given as a sign of
love or a ection. Women collected tokens
much like we would collect charms for a
charm bracelet. After this presentation our
Curator realized that she had a love token
bracelet at home in her jewelry box; she
had never known what it was until now.

Museum Swap

e Newstead Historical Society
hosted a museum swap on May 6 for their
members to come and enjoy our museum.
Several of them did.

Newstead Historical Society welcomes
anyone from BSHS to come out to the
Knight-Sutton Museum, 123 Main Rd.,
Akron to see their new exhibit on Farms
and Agriculture. e exhibit features
agricultural items from the Newstead His-
torical Societys collection as well as many
interesting items that have been graciously
loaned to the society from area farming
families both past and present.

Also owned by the Newstead Histori-
cal Society is the Rich-Twinn Octagon
House, a rare and extremely early surviving
example of the Octagon mode in Western
N.Y. You might also enjoy a bite to eat in
one of their local establishments to make
an enjoyable day of it. We encourage our
members to visit them.







